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COUNSELING

Touching lives in creative
and compassionate ways.

6

PEDIATRICS

Our largest collaborative effort made
a family’s Christmas unforgettable.
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FOUNDATION

Generous friends further
our mission.

TREASURE COAST HOSPICE

NEWS
FALL 2016 EDITION

INSIDE...
Take a look inside and you’ll
see Treasure Coast Hospice in
a new light. From kids’ camps
to seniors’ social groups to
making every moment count
for patients and families, we’re
here for our community. You’ll
also meet some of the altruistic
individuals who help make our
programs possible.

A MESSAGE FROM

THE CEO

Welcome to the Treasure Coast Hospice newsletter!
Each issue will share stories reflecting our holistic approach
to care. Inside, you’ll discover the myriad ways we support
patients and families, thanks in large part to generous
donors and volunteers.
As hospice evolves to reflect changing attitudes about end-of-life care, we’re
on the forefront of these changes. Our life-affirming philosophy empowers
people to proactively write the next chapter of their lives. People like Dr. Barbara
Florentine, who lives life on her terms because of palliative care. And people like
Audrey Bardsley, who, after losing her husband, reimagined her life.
I invite you to join us in our quest to encourage those like Barbara and Audrey, who,
in the midst of challenges, drive their own destinies to make every moment matter.
Warmly,

President, CEO

“What an empowering experience, knowing
you have choices. I feel good. I’m enjoying the
time I have. I have nothing but thanks for
(nurse practitioner) Sheronda Drisdom.”
– Dr. Barbara Florentine, palliative care patient,
enjoying time with her daughter Michelle.

MAKING EVERY

Moment
Matter
One sunny day in 2015,

counseling for our kids. With

Barbara Florentine felt ill,

that done, I realized this time

palpated her stomach and

was a gift. We had fun making

found her liver enlarged. As a

a bucket list, taking family trips

physician, checking her body

and having parties.”

was second nature, but even as
a pathologist who diagnoses
cancer in others, she wasn’t
prepared for the diagnosis of an
incurable tumor. “I was in shock
and denial.” Fortunately, she
connected with Sheronda
Drisdom, a nurse practitioner
who, as part of the palliative

Fortified with resources and
support, Barbara Florentine
makes the most of every
moment. “What an empowering
experience, knowing you have
choices. I feel good. I’m enjoying
the time I have. I have nothing
but thanks for Sheronda.”

care team, helps patients relieve

To learn more about palliative

pain and achieve quality of life.

care, call 772-807-6425.

“She sat with me in my home
over a cup of tea, told me what
to expect from treatment and
offered solutions for managing

Dr. Barbara Florentine, palliative care patient,
enjoying time with her daughter Michelle.

pain. It takes a nurse in a quiet
environment to get a good plan
of action and push ahead.”
Beyond coping with
chemotherapy, Dr. Florentine
faced fears about her family
and finances. “I worried about
everything, but Sheronda guided
me toward resources I didn’t
know existed. My husband and
I arranged everything and got
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COUNSELORS OFFER HOPE

and Healing
Families and friends honored
loved ones while enjoying live
holiday music at our Tree of
Life programs in Martin and
St. Lucie Counties.

Approximately 75 families attended Art from the HeArt.
Marking Children’s Grief Awareness Day, the event
promoted counseling as a way of guiding children
through the grieving process.

These programs wouldn’t exist without generous community support.
Recent grants from the William and Helen Thomas Charitable Trust,
Christ Memorial Church on Jupiter Island, Hobe Sound Community
Chest and the Children’s Services Council of St. Lucie County will
bolster our counseling department. The Tree of Love painting at our
Stuart office also supports counseling efforts. Purchasing a leaf, stone
“I don’t know what I would have

In March 2016, 44 children shared

done without you,” is a comment

fun, healing and togetherness at

our counselors often hear. Beyond

our Camp Good Grief weekend.

offering compassionate support,

“These kids understand the

they stay busy hosting programs

importance of making the most

that offer hope and healing. Last

of life. Our life-affirming camp

fall, approximately 75 families

incorporates activities that

attended Art from the HeArt for

strengthen the spirit,” says

Children’s Grief Awareness Day.

Director of Counseling and

Painting classes held at Mayes

Pediatric Services, Jacki Nardone.

Center for Hope gave children an
opportunity to express feelings
and remember loved ones. The
holidays are especially tough on
those who have experienced loss.
Last December, nearly 300 people
paid tribute to family members at
our Tree of Life programs in Martin
and St. Lucie Counties.
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or butterfly honors loved ones while helping fund programs.
To support compassionate programs like these,
call 772-403-4500 or visit www.tchospice.org/giving.

TOUCHING AND TRANSFORMING LIVES:

Audrey Bardsley

If anyone epitomizes our life-affirming mission, it’s Audrey Bardsley. Her ability
to transform grief into healing was nominated for a Council on Aging Sage
Award. The award honors seniors who share their experience, skills and compassion to make the world better.
Grateful for the solace she found in our bereavement support program after
her husband passed, Audrey helped start ROUTES (Resources, Opportunities, Understanding, Togetherness, Enrichment, Socialization). The support
group helps seniors live full lives after experiencing loss. More than 500
seniors have participated and have even raised $20,000+ to support our
programs. ROUTES meets on the first and third Mondays of the month from
10 a.m. - noon at the Mayes Center for Hope.
To learn more about ROUTES, call 772-403-4500.
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Our Little
Treasures Team

Our pediatric team addresses the physical,
emotional and spiritual needs of children
facing a chronic or life-threatening illness.
We also provide support and counseling for
the entire family.

By creating meaningful moments for families, the
Little Treasures team supports the clinical efforts of our

TRANSFORMING

Turmoil
to Calm

Throughout fiscal year 2015-2016,

Local businesses and generous

pediatric hospice and palliative care teams. Every day,

our pediatric specialists provided

individuals donated refreshments,

these dedicated individuals deal with issues most can’t

compassionate palliative care to

gifts and professional photographs

comprehend, yet they do so with courage and kindness.

25 children and hospice care

of the sisters.

For their immeasurable impact on children facing serious

to five children, while supporting
and empowering our clients and
the community.

Children don’t
have to give up
treatment for their
illness to receive
hospice care.
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Iceiyauna “Iceiy” Williams’ story exemplifies their passion for making every

Our pediatrics team created a
“thank you” video to recognize

A Paris Winter’s Night February

Celebrities Fore Kids, an organization

2016 fundraiser at Mariner Sands

providing financial support to

Country Club. The event included

families with children affected by

entertainment and an auction

cancer or other life-altering

featuring a painting by Dylan

conditions. Talented patients created

Picariello, a quadriplegic patient

lyrics and music therapist Jessica

who created the artwork by holding

Sturgeon produced the video. Also

a paintbrush in his mouth. Dylan’s

this year, pediatric nurse Diane Felter,

painting sold for more than $4,000.

RN and child life specialist Tiffany

Party promoted awareness of our

Palliative Care Association Synergy Award.

is expressed through many avenues.

More than 300 guests attended

In May, our annual Wonderland Tea

DID YOU
KNOW?

illnesses, the Little Treasures team was nominated for a Florida Hospice &
The message of hope and healing

Mitchell spoke about our program
on WSTU radio.

moment count. In the summer of 2015, four-year-old Iceiy was diagnosed with
a cancerous brain tumor and given less than a year to live. From the moment
she met the Little Treasures team, Iceiy stole everyone’s heart. With characteristic

The Little Treasures
team rallied our staff,
volunteers and the
community to create
a magical holiday
for Iceiy Williams,
a pediatric hospice
patient.

compassion, the team handled every aspect of the family’s experience –
medical, emotional and financial.
Like most kids, Iceiy’s favorite holiday was Christmas. Refusing to allow her
prognosis to interfere, the team contacted our volunteers, staff and the
community to give Iceiy Christmas in November. Iceiy’s house was transformed
into a winter wonderland, with lights, decorations, donated gifts and a holiday
	dinner. Amid the music, dancing and photography,
Santa made a surprise appearance.
	One of our largest collaborative efforts, the event

services and raised funds to support

generated extensive media coverage, preserving

the program. Also in May, we held

heartwarming memories for the family and spreading

legacy graduation and birthday

our message to a broader audience. Iceiy died in January,

celebrations to mark milestones

but the memory of her special Christmas lives on for

for twin sisters in our care. Family

her family.

members arrived from Miami, New

	If you know a family who would benefit from

York and the Bahamas to join the

Little Treasures, call 772-403-4404. To support the

girls in making memories.

work of Little Treasures, call 772-403-4500.
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THE
FOUNDATION
THAT

Our 7th Annual Beach Stroll participants
appreciated a beautiful walk while raising money
for grief support programs. “This community
tradition not only raises funds, it brings together
people who have been touched by a hospice

Gives
Back

experience so they may help others grieving a
loss,” says Director of Counseling and Pediatric
Services Jacki Nardone. Afterwards, President/
CEO Susan de Cuba presented a gift to Archie’s
Seabreeze Owner Patty McGee, our longtime

John Doody,
Foundation Board Vice
President, his wife
Connie Doody, Susan
de Cuba, TCH
President and CEO,
and Bill Clifford,
Former Board member,
enjoy A Paris Winter’s
Night festivities at
Mariner Sands.

event sponsor.
At the Wonderland Tea Party, more than 100
people enjoyed refreshments, a fashion show
and costumed characters from St. Lucie Ballet.
The annual event supports the Little Treasures

Ocean Village
residents.

Pediatric Care Program.
How do you put a price on a

children’s programs are funded by

To learn how you can support TCH,

child’s smile? How do you

donations and endowment gifts.

call 772-403-4500.

measure a family’s relief, knowing

Since TCH serves over 65 percent

their loved one receives quality

of people who pass away in Martin

care in a beautiful hospice house?

and St. Lucie Counties, our need

What does it mean to have

for support is ongoing.

people who are there for you in

$3+ million
annual
community
giving

your time of need?

This year, volunteers put the fun
in fundraising with several special

These moments and more are

events. More than 300 guests

made possible by generous

attended A Paris Winter’s Night,

donors and volunteers. Working

benefitting Little Treasures

together to treasure health,

Pediatric Program. Thanks

they help us empower patients

to Chair Charity Parsons and

and families at their most

her committee, guests enjoyed

challenging times.

elegant dining, dancing and

Fortunately, insurance, Medicare
and Medicaid covers hospice and
most palliative care. However, grief
counseling, hospice houses and

Many community groups
support Treasure Coast
Hospice by organizing and
hosting events. Among these
caring individuals, we wish to
thank Ocean Village residents
for their annual fundraising
effort and Kathy Rinaldi,
Karin Decoste, and Jamie
Rotenizer for organizing the
North River Shores Tennis
Tournament
to benefit TCH.
Left to right: Janet and
Robert Wesch, Kathy Rinaldi,
Karin Decoste, Jamie Rotenizer
and Kristen Stanley.

exciting auctions. The story of
Jacki Brownie’s daughter, a Little
Treasures patient, was shared with
attendees. “The amazing team at
Treasure Coast Hospice helped us
care for Kamden in the comfort
of our home, surrounded by love,”
Brownie says.

a note of appreciation from
ESTHER CARDENAS AND THE FAMILY OF JENNIE STANTON
“I have never witnessed such compassion, caring and devotion. You brought peace to my family at a time of
hopelessness and allowed my mother to smile at the last moments of her life as I held her hand. Each of you filled
our days and nights with a calm and comfort we could have never imagined. Please accept this donation, in my
mother’s memory, to help continue the special care you give.”
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STRENGTH IN
NUMBERS:

Founding
Friends Help
TCH

THE PRESIDENT’S

Circle
Since 1982, the Founding Friends of Treasure Coast Hospice (TCH) have helped
raise funds for TCH and promote awareness of our services. Acting as an
auxiliary of TCH, these loyal volunteers will be recognized with an award at the
Thanks for Giving Reception in November. The event honors those who
demonstrate outstanding commitment to TCH through financial support and
by encouraging others to support our mission.

$100,000

raised by Founding
Friends in 2016

Many of our most vital
programs are not covered
by insurance. Philanthropic
gifts make these programs
available to patients and
families in need. To join us,
please call Murray Fournie at
772-403-4500.

Every year, the Founding Friends host fundraising and “friendraising” events.

The President’s Circle is a group
of influential business leaders from
Martin and St. Lucie Counties.
These generous individuals support
the work of Treasure Coast
Hospice with their time, talent
and financial contributions.
The following President’s Circle

This year was no exception. In January, they held a Four Seasons with Friends

Founding Members made a

luncheon at Harbour Ridge Yacht and Country Club in Palm City. Committee

significant investment in our

Chairs Stephanie Barnard and Ginny Salamy, along with many other Founding

organization as we develop

Friends, treated more than 200 guests to a whimsical atmosphere and elegant

innovative programs that meet the

seasonal fare. The event raised funds to support our youth and family

changing needs of our community.

counseling services, which help children and families anticipating a death or

•	Scott A. Roads, Managing
Director, Northern Trust
• K
 en Feiertag, Executive Vice
President for Investments,
Feiertag Financial Group
•	
Bruce R. Abernethy Jr., J.D., Llm,
Estate Planning Attorney
•	
Dennis S. Hudson, Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer,
Seacoast Bank
•	
Bob Brunjes, President and
Publisher, Treasure Coast
Newspapers and TCPalm
• C
 arl Fischer, President and
Owner, Carl’s Buick GMC

facing the life-threatening illness of a loved one. Special programs like these
exist thanks to the caring individuals involved in Founding Friends.
New Founding Friends are always welcome. To join this dynamic group,
call Craig Perry at 772-403-4500.

The Founding
Friends present CEO
Susan de Cuba and
Vice President of
Philanthropy
Murray Fournie with
a $100,000 donation.
The check represents
the group’s fundraising
efforts during 2016.

Generosity
Impacts Lives

30%
Palliative Care

How Your Annual Gifts
Make a Difference

22%
Hospice Care

12%
Pediatric Care

31%
Grief Support
& Counseling

4%
Hospice House Care

2%
Specialty Therapy Programs
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A vibrant outreach program,

TREASURE COAST HOSPICE

Honors Veterans

Guide My Hands offers a variety
of events to the African-American
community in Fort Pierce. During
Friends with Flowers, held at First
Bethel Baptist Church in Fort Pierce,
more than 100 volunteers from
12 local churches and a youth
organization created floral
arrangements for sick and shut-in
church members and caregivers.
Church participants joining the
event this year were: St. Mark
Missionary Baptist Church, Family
of Faith Worship Center and
St. Simon’s Episcopal Church.
This past spring, we co-hosted a workshop
with Psi Pi Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., which focused on

to our dedicated volunteers. One

we salute you.’ I am honored to

inspiring example of volunteers

do this and plan to continue as

touching the lives of others is

long as I am able,” says Retired

our Veteran to Veteran Program.

Navy Lt. Dick McMeekin, a

Currently, 15 veteran volunteers

veteran volunteer.

honor veteran patients on hospice
care with a Veteran Final Honors
Ceremony. During the ceremony,
a volunteer veteran honors the
patient with a trifold flag piece,
certificate and pin. The volunteer
reads a commendation and may

To learn how you can help
with this or other volunteer
opportunities, call Wendy
Mahood at 772-403-4500.

Other Guide My Hands presentations
focused on grief counseling, palliative care
and the advanced directive, Five Wishes.

t
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‘we respect what you did and

by counselor Laura Zel Kremer.

r
hou s

brighter and better place, thanks

residents attended the workshop presented

i
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“Now is the time to say

Guide My Hands liaisons and Fort Pierce

contr

te d 4 0, 51

Treasure Coast Hospice is a

My
Hands

they face while making time for themselves.

rs
e
e

bu

GUIDE

helping caregivers juggle the complexities

“As awareness of this program grows,

Guide My Hands
presents a variety of
outreach programs
and services to the
African-American
community in Fort Pierce,
including educational
workshops, volunteer
opportunities and referrals
to counseling and
hospice services.

we look forward to touching as many lives
as possible,” says Diversity Consultant,
Sonyá Finney.
For more information, contact Sonyá
Finney at 772-465-3277 or Reverend
James Sullivan at 772-579-3463.

speak about the patient’s military
career. With family looking on, this
patriotic presentation is a fitting
tribute to those who have
served our nation.
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Thank you for your generous support.
Gifts received from 10/1/15 to 6/30/16.

OUR

Vision
We are building communities that
allow people to drive their own
destinies for the highest quality of
life in every health circumstance.

The following dedicated volunteers help guide the mission
and vision of Treasure Coast Hospice.
Board of Directors
Richard L. Lynch, Chairman
Scott Roads, Vice Chairman
Richard J. Boyle, Treasurer
William Moore, Secretary
Jordan I. Fields
Richard Haisley
Gloretta Hall
Stephen Levine
Greg Lowe
Mark Palazzo
Karlette J. Peck
Fernando Petry
Hal Roberts

Foundation Board of Trustees
Jordan I. Fields, Chairman
John C. Doody, Vice Chairman
Richard J. Boyle, Treasurer/Secretary
Stephanie Barnard
Ewald Bender
William B. Crandall
Scott Hoffman
Bonney Johnson
Linda LaVelle-Bennett
Richard L. Lynch
Roy E. Mayes
Michael Mortell
Jeffrey Schneider
Frederick Witsell
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Donors $5,000 +

Legacy Circle

Anderson Family Charitable Fund
Mrs. Marjorie A. Matheson
Mr. Stephen E. Barnes
Mr. Richard A. Bayles and Mrs. Claire Thibeault
Alan B. Bernstein
Elizabeth Bernstein
Matthew Bernstein
Barry F. & Sharon Brown
Celebrities Fore Kids, Inc.
Children’s Services Council of St. Lucie County
Christ Memorial Chapel
Alice F. and Cortland J. Knipe Charitable Trust
The Crandall Charitable Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Crandall
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Doody
Ms. Mary D. Dorsey
The Bernard A. Egan Foundation, Inc.
Charlotte B. Forestier Private Foundation Trust
Greene Charitable Trust
Mrs. Jeanne C. Greene
Donald J. & Nancy G. Harper
Mr. Steven P. Harper and Mrs. Jenny Chow
Mr. Warren J. Hayford IV
Help Us Help Them Fund
Ms. Joanne Matz
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Hendrickson
Hobe Sound Community Chest
Mr. and Mrs. Scott H. Hoffman
Mr. Jonathan H. Hyde
The Jansing-Cook Foundation
Estate of Ruth R. Jobes
Kantner Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Lee King
Mrs. Marilyn F. Koza
The Lichtenberger Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. H. William Lichtenberger
Mrs. Andrea V. Lutz
Richard and Robbin Lynch
Mariner Sands Charity Week
Estate of Walter S. Obsharsky & Marie J. Obsharsky
Ocean Village Property Owners Association, Inc.
The Rockwell Foundation
Mr. Russell A. Rockwell
S & G Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Gale L. Davis
Seacoast National Bank
Mr. Dennis Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Sprague
Dr. Barbara O. Taylor
Mrs. Betty J. Tewksbury
Treasure Coast Newspapers
Mr. Bob Brunjes
United Way - Next Era Energy Employee Giving
United Way of Martin County
Robert J. Weissman Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Weissman
Estate of Margaret B. Williams Charitable Trust
Estate of Joan C. Yaniga
Clementine Zacke Foundation

Recognizes donors who have included Treasure
Coast Hospice in their estate plans.
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Benson
Dr. and Mrs. Louis P. Benson
Mrs. Henrietta M. Blair
Mr. and Mrs. Barry F. Brown
Mr. Donald Burlakos
Mrs. Beverly M. Chilson
Mr. and Mrs. Howard T. Cook
Mrs. Helen Diamond
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas DiTerlizzi
Ms. Carol A. Donahue
Mrs. Rosa O. Emlich
Mrs. Theda P. Evans
Dr. David E. Gideon and Dr. Kathleen K. Gideon
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Harper
Miss Shannon Hickey
Ms. Joyce Hobson
Ms. Lavone Holdsworth
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Hundt
Mrs. Lorraine Kenny
Mr. and Mrs. H. William Lichtenberger
Mrs. Joan Hay Madeira
Mrs. Louise McFarlin
Mr. James S. Miller
Ms. Phyllis S. Milliken
Mrs. Marilyn G. Mulach
Mrs. Elfriede H. Nunes
Ms. Felicia O’Neal
Mrs. Annamae Ozabal
Mr. Frank Palumbo
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Pearl
Ms. Inez Ramirez Baker
Mr. Edgar Richard
Mr. and Mrs. Russell A. Robertshaw
Mr. Kelly J. Staples
Ms. Judith A. Thogersen
Mr. William Turney
Mr. Gary Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Weissman
Mr. Frederick C. Witsell, Jr.

Sustaining Pathfinders
Recognizes individuals who have an open pledge of
$10,000 or more, to be satisfied in one to five years.
Mr. Alan Bernstein
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Doody
Mr. and Mrs. Scott H. Hoffman
Dr. Stephen M. Levine and Ms. Dolores Lashkevich
Richard and Robbin Lynch
Jim and Karolyn Pierson Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Pierson
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SAVE THE

Date
Thanks for Giving Reception
November 15, 2016, 5 pm - 8 pm
Santa Lucia River Club

1201 SE Indian Street
Stuart, FL 34997
772-403-4500 | 800-299-4677
www.TCHospice.org

Sail Away Founding Friends Luncheon
January 16, 2017, 11 am - 2 pm
Harbour Ridge Yacht & Country Club
8th Annual Beach Stroll
January 28, 2017, 8:30 am - 11 am
Archie’s Seabreeze
A Night at the Rhinestone Rodeo
February 11, 2017, 5 pm - 10 pm
Mariner Sands Country Club
Inaugural Sporting Clay Shoot
February 25, 2017, 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
South Florida Shooting Club
Mother Daughter Tea
March 26, 2017, 1 pm - 3 pm
Pelican Yacht Club

For sponsorship opportunities,
please call 772-403-4500.

NEWS
TREASURE COAST HOSPICE

We enable well-being through patient and
family-driven care, professional support services
and life-enhancing education.

Our Mission

