
FLORIDA’S  
BOOK-ME-NOW  
HOTELS
There’s never a shortage of new resorts 
opening their doors in the Sunshine State. 
Come along with us for a peek into the  
latest offerings to roll out the welcome rug.

OCEANS EDGE RESORT & MARINA, KEY WEST
Not exactly on Key West, this hideaway tucked on the edge of neigh-
boring stepsister Stock Island is an unexpected surprise. For those 
willing to drive past Old Florida dives, trailer parks and fisheries 
with stacks of weatherworn lobster traps, the brand-new resort 
facing the Atlantic Ocean and surrounded by palm trees and bou-
gainvillea is a heavenly slice of the tropics — well worth the drive.

Best for  Those in search of a low-key island escape with an easy 
nautical twist.

Cocktail Hour  Kick off your stay with a cocktail and history 
lesson. Learn about the Florida Keys from the drawings and writ-
ings on the huge blackboard adorning the wall of the outdoor bar. 
Sketches of author Ernest Hemingway and playwright Tennessee 
Williams (both called Key West home) along with manatees, Key 
deer, conch and queen fish tell the story of the island chain. Grab a 
stool or sit at a table with views of the marina and bobbing sailboats. 
From the Yellowfin Bar and Grill’s cocktail menu come outrageous 
drinks: the Painkiller (Pusser’s British Rum, cream of coconut and 
fruit juices kicked up with a dash of nutmeg), and the Oceans Edge 
Signature Cocktail (rum, vodka and Curaçao dazzles with pearl 
essence floating on top).

The Room  A crisp white-and-blue theme runs through 
every room of the resort. The whitest bedding and fur-
niture is accented with navy trim and complemented by 
geometric-patterned carpeting and boldly striped draper-
ies. Step onto the balcony and Mother Nature’s blue skies, 
green-tinged waters and feathery palms frame a deck of six 
swimming pools and a tranquil marina. It’s the best perch 
for watching the famous Key West sunsets.

Playtime  The six intimate pool settings are ideal for 
lolling away the afternoon in a front-row chaise or with 
friends on modular sofas. Early risers swim laps while mid-
day sunbathers enjoy lazy dips. From the resort’s shore, 
adventure seekers launch kayaks and paddleboards to 
explore surrounding mangrove-edged waters where with 
some luck a manatee might poke his head up. Adrenaline 
junkies hop on Jet Skis and hit the open Atlantic Ocean. 
Come evening, take a stroll along the marina where green 
underwater lighting makes it easy to spot free-swimming 
barracuda, snapper, grouper and grunt.

Fisherman’s Haven  Just steps from your room you can 
board fishing vessels with names like Reel Contender and 
High Stakes and set out with a guide for a half or full day on 
the water. Fly-fishing, light tackle sportfishing or deep-sea 
fishing are available — take your pick. Your guide will even 
clean your catch on the dock, and the resort’s chef will cook 
it just as you like it for your dinner. oceansedgekeywest.com 

—Patricia Letakis

THE COLLECTOR LUXURY INN & GARDENS, ST. AUGUSTINE 
Take one city block, add nine historic houses, and you have the 
formula for a memorable lodging experience. A private enclave in 
downtown St. Augustine, the houses, dating from 1790-1906, were 
once part of the Dow Museum. Before that, they were owned by Ken-
neth Worcester Dow, a world traveler and fervent collector. Today, 
after a multi-year renovation, The Collector Luxury Inn & Gardens is 
ready to delight a new generation of explorers. 

Best for  Discerning travelers who have an appreciation for history, 
luxury and privacy.

The Room  In reinventing the houses for modern travelers, local 
designer Valerie Lee hit the suite spot. Each guest suite balances his-
toric sensibility — original heart pine floors, windows and fireplaces 
— with contemporary comforts — fully equipped kitchens and rain 
shower heads in oversized bathrooms. Her deft hand balances sense 
of place with fresh sophistication. No dusty doilies here, thank you. 
The clean color palette contrasts beautifully with the pleasing patina 
of vintage-inspired furnishings. In the Murat House, circa 1790, a 
painstaking renovation uncovered original interior coquina walls. 

Serene Scene  Sitting among fountains and ferns inside the court-
yard, you feel more like a neighborhood resident than a tourist. Plan 

From top: Oceans Edge Resort balconies provide views of six 
pools, the marina and the ocean; the alfresco Yellowfin Bar.

Guests launch paddleboards from the Oceans Edge dock to
explore surrounding mangroves solo or on a nature tour.

Beautifully restored 
historic homes in the 

heart of St. Augustine 
now welcome guests 

for overnight stays as 
The Collector Luxury 

Inn & Gardens.

AUGUST 2017 ORLANDOSIGNATURE.COM 6160 ORLANDOSIGNATURE.COM AUGUST 2017 

ESCAPE

P
h

o
to

s:
 G

ra
ci

el
a

 C
a

tt
a

ro
ss

i

P
h

o
to

s 
cl

o
ck

w
is

e 
fr

o
m

 t
o

p
 r

ig
h

t:
 c

o
u

rt
es

y 
o

f 
T

h
e 

C
o

lle
ct

o
r 

Lu
xu

ry
 In

n
 &

 G
a

rd
en

s 
(1

, 2
),

 G
ra

ci
el

a
 C

a
tt

a
ro

ss
i

ESCAPE



your day while sipping locally roasted 
Third Wave coffee on your private bal-
cony. As Cathedral Basilica’s bells ring over 
the rooftops, set off to explore the city on 
one of the complimentary bicycles. After-
wards, cool off in the saltwater pool or treat 
yourself to a horse and carriage ride along 
16th-century lanes. Only a curmudgeon 
could resist the romance.

Fabled Footsteps   Local historian Melissa 
Stuart’s weekly walking tours of the prop-
erty reveal its storied past. A “freedom bell” 
marks the spot where slaves first heard  
the Emancipation Proclamation. Napoleon’s 
nephew, Prince Achille Murat, boarded at the 
Murat House; respected writers Mark Twain 
and Sinclair Lewis once visited the Howells 
House. If only those walls could talk.

Your Well-Being   Master mixologist Sonny 
Wallace presides over nightly social hours at 
the popular Well Bar, a pleasing reincarna-

WYNDHAM GRAND 
CLEARWATER BEACH
From all the getaway destinations on 
Florida’s Gulf Coast, Clearwater Beach is 
a favorite sand-and-surf spot with Cen-
tral Floridians. And with the opening of 
the Wyndham Grand Clearwater Beach, 
sun seekers have a new stylish resort 
right smack in the middle of all the 
action this beach town is so famous for. 

Best For  Those who want to park their 
car and walk everywhere — to the beach, 
the bars, the restaurants, the shops, the 
dock, the pier …

Grand Arrival  The resort’s portico and 
breezeway welcome guests with a dose of 
salty sea air, wafting from the Gulf waters 
across the sands and swimming pool to 
the hotel entrance. Step into the lobby, 
adorned with natural woods and bursts of 
sunny yellow and deep aqua that spruce 
up the sand tones of sofas and fanciful 
wicker chairs. 

tion of St. Augustine’s first two-car garage. 
His customized cocktails, made to match 
your particular palate, are accented by fresh 
ingredients handpicked at Rype & Readi, a 
downtown farm market. Eager to create your 
own concoctions? The private mixology class 
will have you shaking and stirring like a pro.

Thoughtful Touches   As befits a boutique 
inn called The Collector, the guest experi-
ence is thoughtfully curated. Case in point: 
Each suite is outfitted with its own iPad 
mini, complete with a charging station and 
programmed with local menus and sight-
seeing suggestions. 

Local Flavor   Hometown pride is evident 
throughout the inn — from St. Augustine 
Distillery’s spirits enjoyed at The Well to 
Claude’s Chocolate shop’s bonbons at turn-
down. thecollectorinn.com 

—Nancy Moreland

Water Options  You can’t go wrong with 
the circular zero-entry pool surrounded by 
palm trees and comfy loungers — plus a bar 
close by. Nor can you go wrong with taking a 
short walk across the street to snatch a spot 
on the blinding sands that sparkle against 
placid warm blue-green waters. The resort’s 
bright azure canopy loungers invite you to 
linger for hours, and the popular gathering 
spot Pier 60, complete with a bait house, is 
a short walk away if you get the urge to cast 
a line and reel in a fish or two.

Food & Drink  Fruit-forward cocktails 
abound here, with the Maui Mule, a con-
coction of vodka, pineapple, lime and 
ginger beer served in a shiny brass pineap-
ple, scoring big. Lunch on the porch of the 
Ocean Hai is a chance for people watch-
ing as beach-goers head to the shore, and 
Spandex-cloaked joggers and dog walkers 
travel the serpentine promenade skirting 
the sands. Order the crispy breaded Katsu 
Burger topped with bonito flakes nori for 
an Asian spin on the American hamburger.

The Room  It’s all about rich texture. 
Textured walls, tiles and bedding add 
dimension to the all-white room that’s 
enhanced dramatically when the drap-
eries part, revealing views of the beach, 
Pier 60, and the Intracoastal waterway 
with causeways connecting landmasses 
with barrier islands. Step onto the balcony 
— almost all guest rooms in the 15-story 
tower have one — and soak it all in.  
wyndhamgrandclearwater.com 

 —PL

 Waterline Marina Resort 
& Beach Club,  
Anna Maria Island
The Old Florida vibe of 
Anna Maria Island will get 
an infusion of contemporary 
class with the fall opening of the 
Waterline Marina Resort & Beach Club. 
Two-bedroom suites feature full gourmet 
kitchens, ample living space and balconies 
facing the Gulf of Mexico or the marina. 
The resort’s shuttle will whisk you to the 
private Beach Club on this cozy barrier 
island. marriott.com

 The Grove Resort & Spa 
Orlando
When the extended family 
comes to town, book a holiday 
for everyone at the new Grove 
Resort & Spa. With two- and 
three-bedroom residential-style 
suites that also have sleeper sofas, the 
property caters to the clan. But there's 
more: a trio of pools, a family-size hot tub, 
a spa for mom, and adjacent Lake Austin 
for fishing and swan boat rides. In 2018, the 
resort’s Surfari Water Park, complete with 
a FlowRider, opens. Landscaped with oaks, 
bamboo, pampas grass and bougainvillea, 
the resort’s 106 acres comprise an oasis in 
a town know for boisterous theme-park 
attractions. groveresortorlando.com

 Zota Beach Resort,  
Longboat Key
Tucked on the coastal stretch 
called Gulf of Mexico Drive, 
the Zota Beach Resort adds 
another option for Longboat 
Key vacationers. A luxury bou-
tique property, it surprises with its modern 
angular architecture and contemporary 
interiors. However, the selling point here is 
the proximity to the beach. It just couldn’t 
get any closer. Perched on the edge of the 
sands with walkways over Florida scrub, 
Zota offers an ideal place to plant yourself 
from sunrise to sunset. zotabeachresort.com

MORE 
NEW 

RESORTS

The Collector's 
historic cottages 
and courtyard  
setting offer a new 
way to experience  
St. Augustine.

A mix of colonial America and British 
pub, The Well is the resort's watering hole.

Guests enjoy views of sparkling Clearwater Beach, as well as breakfast and 
cocktails, on the balcony of this king-size guestroom at the Wyndham Grand.

Set on the Gulf, the Wyndham's pool 
deck is the ideal perch for sunset gazing. 
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